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From My Heart

By Dr. Nina Gunter

How does a person pack
decades of promoting mis-
sions through Nazarene
Missions International (NMI)
into a few short paragraphs?
What a thrill it has been to
serve on local, district,

and general NMi

councils, and to carry

out the tasks of

general NMI director

for aimost 20 years

(March 1986—July 2005)!

So many people have
mentored me over the years
and, thus, contributed to
making NMI what it is today.
One that stands foremost
was Dr. Louise Robinson
Chapman. From her, |
learned that by keeping my
expectations of districts,
churches, and leaders high,
they would rise to the
challenge. | tapped into her
wisdom on many occasions.

I am thankful for the people
on the district and local
levels. it has been hard work
like yours that has kept
missions in front of churches
for 90 years! You make all
the difference in the world.
Leaders, you have promoted
the emphases and special
projects of NMI. While the
General NMI Office provided
resources for you, it was your
creativity, determination, and
passion that accomplished
so much. In reviewing statis-
tics in the time | have served

time of economic challenges
when many mission agencies
are having to bring mission-
aries home or at least curb
the number of missionaries
going out. Many new prayer
initiatives, projects, and
events propelled us in
the mission.

The world population
increases at a rate of
approximately 75 million
people a year. To put this
into more manageable
numbers, 3 babies are born
each second. Of the
approximately 6.4 billion
people in the world, approxi-
mately 1 billion are between
the ages of 15 and 24.* We
have a responsibility to these
billion of people, both those
nearby and those on the
other side of the globe. We
must continue to:

e Pray for the salvation,
for the world’s needs, for
the persecuted church,
and for God’s servants
around the world. Only
as we bend our knees
will we be strengthened
for the task.

e | earn so we are more
aware of those who
need Christ in the world,
desiring to make a
difference in their lives.
We can't affect the world
if we do not understand
the world’s hurts and

church. Let them learn
early in their lives how
important their roles are
as global Christians.

e Give to missions. NMI
has never apologized for
receiving an offering,
because we are striving
for the “big picture,” the
salvation of souls.

e Challenge others. If you
model the NMI objec-
tives to your churches
and expect them to join
you in the effort—not out
of duty, but out of
passion inspired from
their love of the Lord—
then they will stand
side-by-side with you.

| am entering a new chapter
in my life—one that will
require constant strength,
unending wisdom, and God’s
power. Your prayerful
support will be greatly
appreciated and vital to this
new area of ministry.

While | will no longer serve
as general NMI director, this
organization and World
Mission will continue to be
dear to my heart. | will watch
with anticipation what NMI
people around the world
accomplish in the future. |
will cheer all of you on to
continue praying, learning,
mentoring the next genera-
tion, giving, and going.
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September Challenge—Alabaster

yar

Alabaster is one of the most bold "God-things” we know. As the church develops throughout the world,
there are more churches and other mission buildings to construct.

Give to Alabaster — a gift that keeps on giving.

- For alabaster offering promotion, we encourage you to use the new Alabaster DVD you received in the
Bl July/August/September Mission Connection mailing.

—Heartline
Alabaster Ideas Where to Send Funds
We would love to hear how you Check out the bright orange District New district NMI treasurer’'s name
- promoted and collected this NMI Handbook on page 106. Please and address:

-~ participation offering. Please note the election of our new treasurer. ) )
" write it out and send your ideas . ] Rev. Richard Smith

to gerryperry@adelphia.net. gor}tghratulstlpns t|° glc:ard P.O. Box 246

mith on being electe
New England District NMI East Charleston, VT 05833

: (802) 723-4824
Rcssteeler@kingcon.com

Treasurer. Please be
patient as we make this
transition.

Share your ideas with us — Email: gerry-
perry@adelphia.net

Birthdays & Anniversaries of
LINKS & District Missionaries LINKS Address Change

September Stan and Sherri Hall

13 Anniversary—Dr. & Mrs. Andy Bennett L Casilla 17-11-04964

24 Birthday—Sam Bennett (1989) Quito
ECUADOR

October

1 Birthday—Mrs. Margaret Wood
17 Birthday—Mrs. Alva May Reed

Phone: 011-54-2322-480-306

E-mail: stanhall@kcnet.com

Harvest Partners—JESUS Film
Ministry (as of August 30, 2005) Leadership Tip

JESUS Film Ministry Teams have reported the following: “We count as service what we do in the way of Christian
work; Jesus Christ calls service what we are to Him, not
34,341,674 viewers of the JESUS Film what we do for Him.”

4,979,221 (14.5% of viewers) decisions for Christ
1,916,951 (38.5% of decisions) initial discipleship contacts
6,927 new mission churches started My Utmost for His Highest
12,665 new pastors are in training.

Oswald Chambers

Please pray for these new starts and the pastors in training!
152 JESUS Film language translations used. 98 countries
where the JESUS Film is used.

]
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GLRENS NEWS—for children & their leaders

The North
Country Jambo-
ree will be held Sep-
tember 17, 2005, at Johnson
Lamoille Valley Church of the
Nazarene and Ron & Laura Syl-
vester, Mexico, will be the mission-
aries. Contact Miriam Ainsworth

Jamboree will be held September
24, 2005, at the South Shore
Christian Academy, Weymouth.
Contact Connie Corriera if you are
willing to help. Ron and Laura
Sylvester, Mexico, will be the
missionaries.

for more information. Cost is $4. per child and adult.
Bring a sack lunch and an offering
The South Shore Missions for the missionary. Also, individu-

ally wrapped
food items for
the Marketplace
are needed.
(Suggestions: crackers, goldfish,
raisons, apples, brownies etc.)

Please note: the tite AMBASSA-
DORS (name for children’s
missions) is being eliminated
from all NMI publications.

Ron & Laura Sylvester

Mexico from 1995-
1996. From 1996-
1997 they served in
San Antonio as direc-
tors of One Heart
Many Hands. They
then served as Work
and Witness Coordi-
nators for two years in
Argentina on the

Ron and Laura Sylvester
are global missionaries to
the Mexico/Central
America Region where
they are serving as Work
and Witness Coordinators
in Mexico.

South America Region from 1997-1999.

Their call to missions has been a walk
with the Lord. He has directed each
“change” and it has always been a very
natural transition. From their first Work
and Witness Trip to Mexico in 1986, He
has drawn them closer to Himself
through their service of Work and
Witness in the Church of the Nazarene.

Prior to this assignment
they served as NIVS in

ks

gcbool Pal

School Pal-Paks Introduced (see enclosed flier)

Families in many third world countries
have to supply their own school sup-
plies. Because many families are very
poor they cannot afford to supplies
these basic needs. Thus the School

Pal-Paks program has been introduced.
The school year begins in January in
many countries. We encourage groups
to put together a box by November,
take them to Uxbridge and they will be

transported down
to Fawn Grove, PA
for distribution.

» Crisis Care Kits and clothing are
also needed!

DVDs Available forLoan

Some of the great inspirational and informational messages |

WOLLASTON CHURCH include

Registration 9:30 a.m. e Dr. Gunter's Quadrennial Report

Workshop Day—Nov. 5th

Sessions from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m ¢ Dr. Gunter's theme presentation message

Workshops will be held November 5, in which the ¢ Several testimonies during the Regional Directors’ reports

General NMI Convention delegates that you have
elected wili bring you information they gleaned from
these workshops. It will be a combined SS, NYI
and NM! workshop day.

¢ General Superintendents Inspirational Messages
Jim Cymbala’'s message at the Prayer Brunch is available on CD.

Contact Gerry Perry at gerryperry@adelphia.net .
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