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HOLY FIRE!
Greeting in the Precious Name of our Lord and Savior to each of you! Dr. Middendorf, sir, it is always great to have you on district! President McGee, Rev. McLain, and all of our distinguished guests, and to each one of you, whether delegate or attendee, I would like to warmly welcome you to this assembly. Our hundred assembly of the gathering of saints!  To God be the Glory! Great things He will surely do here this weekend! We have truly prayed and fasted for this unique gathering of the saints!  My prayer is that this Assembly will be a time of blessing, a time of renewal, a time of change, a time of challenge for all of us as we celebrate our 100th year of coming together as a Body of Believers by serving on “the best district in the whole wide world.”  We have a Holy Fire on this district!  We continue to be a part of a great movement!  We continue to be that movement!  We give Him praise tonight!
It is indeed an honor and a privilege to present to you my fourth accountability report to this great assembly of saints.  It is indeed an honor to share and talk about “the best district in the whole wide world.” It has indeed been incredible year of anointed times with the Lord and His people.  It is great to be a part of the greatest district in the whole wide world! I am truly blessed to be a part of this Kingdom’s Work. The Lord has instructed that we are to give our best and if we believe that we are working in the best, it therefore becomes “the best.”
Time
It is with great excitement and anticipation that I come to this gathering!  We are in the process of celebrating 100 years of faithfully coming together as a Body of Believers! It is sharing about time and things that we had done with time!  I praise our Heavenly Father for allowing us this opportunity to once again come into His glorious and anointed house.  I get goose bumps just thinking about all that has gone on before us and how God is continually going ahead of us as He did with the Israelites!  He has promised that He would be with us and that He would never forsake!  I live on those promises daily as I travel around this great district. I can truly say that there is not a day that I don’t pray to our Lord and Savior, “if you are not going to be there, then I don’t want to go there!

I have the wonderful privilege, honor, and opportunity to be the seventeenth district superintendent of “the best district in the whole wide world.” I stand on the shoulders of spirit giants. I have had the wonderful opportunity to look at some of our old journals and I have reviewed and reflected on some amazing stories of journeys of faith. The sacrifices that have been made by these spiritual giants to advance this great vineyard! I can remember telling someone that it is good to be home because I spend extensive time traveling throughout the month of April and I talked how I missed my home and my bed!  As I was reading about the first district superintendent A.B. Riggs, he traveled extensive and in his second year, he was not home more than twenty days in the entire.  The sacrifices that have been made!

What have we done with our time over the past hundred years? I ask an even deeper question as we consider time and what we do with our time? What are we going to do New England District in the next hundred years? In reading the minutes, the journals, I originally thought that it would something that I would have to do….  That it would a chore and that it would just down right boring, but I to tell you truthfully, I was captivated by the sense of the presence of God!  I was captivated by the anointed Word and scriptures. I was captivated by being in the presence of a movement!  By learning about the great men and women who worked hard in the Vineyard and who sacrificed for you and I to be here tonight!  I stand in awe of our church! The Body of Jesus Christ! I stand in awe of the presence of the Holy Spirit!  As I have read through the journals, in the first meeting of the district in 1908, the District Superintendent did not give a report.  So in keeping with that tradition…. I will just leave now… just joking…
We have seeded, we have planted, and we expanded, divided and created new districts out of One!.  We have harvested many churches in the past 100 years of Kingdom Building. When this district held it first meeting on May 14, 1908 in Lowell, Ma, the great city of Lowell!  Can we a shout from the folks in Lowell.  I saw they did a lot of praising, and shouting and just loving HIM!  We had the wonderful privilege of having 28 organized churches and 1565 members in our district. Finances in the churches were about $34,000.00.  We were a district that covered Rhode Island all the way up into Canada and Nova Scotia.

“ In the first report called the Committee on the State on the Church, it says 

that since the incoming of the new organization of the Pentecostal Church

 of the Nazarene, there is a general uplift in spiritual things and people

 everywhere are looking ahead for greater things! Furthermore, the committee 

on the state of the church recommended that all of the churches choose out


 from among their name, holy women full of faith and the Holy Ghost


 to visit among the people and the poor.  The committee also recommended 


that the pastors of these great churches enlist all available talent in their 


churches and set to work as one solid army for the lost and perishing.”

Tonight, I will have the wonderful honor of reporting out on the State of the Church that has been passed to us by our forefathers and foremothers. Tonight, one hundred years later, by the conclusion of this evening by His mercy and truly His grace, we will have 103 organized churches on this great district and over 10,000 Nazarenes. and finances in excess of twelve million dollars. I have had the privilege of traveling the highways and the byways of this great district! I am extremely excited about being a part of a district that is seeking to grow in the Word and wanting to advance the Kingdom of God. This report is being provided as a statement of gratitude for allowing me the opportunity to serve and as a highlight of some of our significant events over the past year.  
Personal Testimony
But first, I want to tell you were I am spiritually!  It is important to know where the leader is particular in this dimension. I want to say that I love the Lord my God with all of my heart, mind, body, and soul! I have daily sought HIM and I sought to do HIS Will and not my own! I am seeking to obey and serve HIM! The Lord continues to travel with me each step of the way on this journey!  His Presence has been and continues to be with me always!  He continues to fill me with HIS Presence!  The Holy Spirit continues to anoint me anew each and every day.
As I recently shared with the District Advisory Board, as I watched the events of Virginia Tech unfold on television and as I heard about a young pregnant woman who was shot on the streets of Boston in broad daylight. I have become more focused and more resolved to share HIS Message. In listening to those two stories, it was as though the Lord was speaking to me that we must continue to push forward with sharing and spreading HIS WORD!  Some people may look at all the events that have taken place and be in despair and depression…. I have become further resolved and affirmed that we must continue as a Body of Believers to be united in sharing about HIM.  I am reminded of Romans 15:5-6 which says, “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I am resolved to push forward, the evil attempts to keep us back, but we have the anointing of the Holy Spirit on us and we will continue to push forward the message of Holiness.  I am resolved and persuasive that must continue as our spiritual forefathers said that we as “churches must enlist all available talent in our churches and set to work as one solid army for the lost and perishing.” 
To Make Christlike Disciples in all the Nations
As I looked into the eyes of the students in Virginia and in the eyes of the young people who walk the streets of our communities, I am committed to becoming a better light in the world. In our communities!  If I am a better light for HIM, if we are a better light, than more people will be drawn to us and will want to know more about HIM! I am committed to our new mission statement that is so clear and so focused. To make Christlike disciples in the nations, in “the best district in the whole wide world,” we must continue to truly engage within our communities, our towns, our cities.
Over the past few months, I have spent some time in a cancer hospital in New York. I have watched the people in the hospital.  When you are in waiting mode, you do a lot of watching. Everyone who is on staff at that hospital, everyone who is a patient, and everyone who comes in contact with the hospital, knows what the mission statement is!  To help people survive cancer!  They know their purpose and the mission statement is clear and concise. They are all working together to make it happen!  What if we were like that hospital.  Knew fully well what our mission is and doing everything in our power to make it happen.  We should be able to accomplish this because we have something that the hospital does not have!  We have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit inside of each of us who are committed disciples of Jesus Christ. Can I get an ahem tonight!
We must continually have the mission statement before us until it becomes second nature to us.  “To make Christlike disciples in the nations” in whatever we are doing at that moment!  Helping to grow the Kingdom of God!  I seek to do that in my assignment that HE has given me to do today!  Time is today! We only have today and we must seek to fulfill the mission statement of our great church.

Prayer Time
Last year, I shared with you three types of prayers:
· Logistical prayer:  We pray logistically when we ask God for the small things:  “Lord, help the microphones to work today as I teach.”

· Tactical prayer:  We pray tactically when we pray for more meaningful things, but still not for the ultimate:  “Lord, help me to say something meaningful today to my people.”

· Strategic prayer:  We pray strategically when we pray for the ultimate purposes of God:  Lord, may You be glorified today and may you raise up disciples from this meeting. 
Since November of last year, I have been praying a strategic prayer for our District- Colossians 1:9-12.  This prayer covers several things:
· May we be filled with spiritual wisdom.

· May we walk in a manner worthy of you Lord Jesus.

· May we please God in all respects. In all things.

· May we bear fruit today.

· May we increase in our knowledge of our Lord.

· May we be strengthened in His power in endurance and patience and steadfastness.

· May our lives be thankful of Him today!

May we be a district that always seek to do the will of the Father and advance His Kingdom!
My Family
In terms of my family…I am blessed to be married to a great man of God! Tom and I will celebrate our thirty anniversary this coming January and it still seems like it was only a few days ago that we were married.  He continues to be extremely supportive in all ministry activities and travels with me whenever he can! I thank God for both of my daughters.  They are both serving the Lord and both are blessed to be able to live very active and productive lives. Melissa has just completed her second year at Northeastern University Law School and Jennifer has completed her first CD and getting ready to embark on a full time ministry in music!  

The District Office
We continue to be blessed by our partnership with ENC, Dr. McGee and all of her wonderful colleagues. We are appreciative of the space at the Old Colony campus.  It is a convenient and a  central location for us to hold district –wide meetings. The space is ideal for our needs and we are in the center of much activity.   We are blessed by meeting many of the students enrolled in a variety of programs.  Just before school closed for the academic year, one of the ENC students came rushing up to me in the lobby of 162, with her computer in hand, and asked to be allowed to hook in to the New England District website.  She had only fifteen minutes to email her final into her professor.  We did not want her to miss her window of opportunity!  We are truly blessed and appreciative of the deepening of our relationship and partnership in ministry with Eastern Nazarene College.
District Team

I continue to work with the best team in “the whole wide world” in the district office. The staff is truly a committed and devoted team seeking to be about the King’s Business. Vince Crouse, is a hardworking partner in district ministry, and serves well in the role of District Treasurer and Assistant District Superintendent.  He continues to offer new ideas and insights into many of the unique ventures and challenges that come our way daily! 
Karen Fullerton continues to be a very supportive assistant in helping us in a variety of tasks in and out of the office.  Since receiving her district license last year, she has preached several times for us.  Her assistance with reports, reviews, and coordination of food preparation for the district office continues to be invaluable.  Calotta Mason continues to works with us as our part-time financial coordinator, who checks every line item, and ensures that each figure is in its right place! Lisa Reid continues in the role of our communications/publication staff person, who works in the evening making phone calls to your churches and making sure that all of our mailings are out in a timely manner. Cathy Manigault continues to perform a variety of functions within our daily operations.  She still is the individual that calls your churches early in the morning to leave updates or reminders.
Dan Whitney, our Executive Director of Windsor Hills Camp & Retreat Center, continues to be an extremely gifted and creative leader.  Dan has continued to work hard in accomplishing so many goals for the camp.  He has little funds, but he stretches them from one end of the camp to the other end!  He has worked extremely hard on our retreat end of the business to help supplement the daily needs of the camp.  The best way in which to support our camp would be for your church to book a retreat at the center.  I can promise you and your church group that everyone will have a great time in the Lord!  The air is wonderful and the food is excellent!  Once you step onto the camp ground, you truly sense the Presence of our Lord and Savior. Once you try, you will definitely go back!
Centennial Committee, Dan has been the chair of this committee and I want to publicly thank him for all of his hard work and effort to make this period of time a success.  The historical pathways that you will view in the Lahue Gym are awesome!  We are eternally grateful to Dr. James Cameron for his due diligent in the historical research and Kansas City archives for all of their help. We are thankful for the assistance of Susan Magnuson, Helen Metcalfe, Billy Malas, Josh Howard, and Rev. Anne Rearick.   In the processional and in the recessional that will take place on Saturday, we are appreciative of all of the hard work of Pastor Donny Woodbridge, Lynnette McCabe, Vince Crouse, Mat Thomas, Vicki Clark; we thank them for their wonderful assistance.
Kim Richardson, our District Missional Strategy Coordinator has been extremely helpful this year in going around to all of your Missional areas to help and enhance the Missional goals of many of our churches.  His purpose is to come alongside our pastors and our churches to assist in developing and fine-tuning Missional plans. We are appreciative of all of Kim’s leadership in working with our church planters on the district. He will continue this year by meeting with more pastors and to mentor our young church planters on the district!

Department Heads and Advisory Board - These two district leadership groups include a wonderful team of individuals.  Our department heads are all hard working individuals, who are providing effective leadership for God’s Kingdom in each of their respective areas.  Our Advisory Board members are gifted, gifted, and more gifted individuals.

Andy Belokur is the new Sunday School Director and he has a passion for Sunday School!  He and his Sunday School Council will develop and seek exciting ways for our district to get more people involved in participating in Sunday school activities.  I look forward to working with Vickie Clarke and the New Council of NYI.  The recent NYI convention was well attended and it was exciting to see so many of our young people engaged in ministry.  The NYI Convention was a true reflection of our district and it was exciting to see the leadership of so many young people. It is an exciting time to be on the New England District.  It was truly a thrill to see such a large group of young people, from so many different churches, at the convention.
Gerry Perry continues to be a gifted and anointed leader to our NMI movement! She is a prayer warrior!  Several members of her Council members have had to resign for a variety of health and personal reasons; however Gerry has continued to trust God to provide the leadership.  She is faithful to the challenges of the assignment. She is a true partner in ministry. She is gracious, kind, and considerate.  I am truly appreciative of her spirit and love for the ministry that God has given her to lead!
The Advisory Board - consisting of Rev. Ken Stanford, Rev. Miriam Mouzon, Rev. Pierre Zephir, Rev. Fred Klittich, Mary DiLoreto, Dale Mingledorff, Bob Turcott and Russ Bedard – are all anointed leaders on this district!  The Advisory board continues to be a united group of believers and at each meeting the Lord was truly present!  In all of the business of the Body, we were of one mind and one body.  Everyone was committed to seeking the Mind of Christ in all of our activities. We have had to address some issues this year that required for us to have more than the Wisdom of Solomon!  God has been present. We are blessed to have such a great team of leaders. They know and live the Mission of Jesus Christ!  Every member of the Advisory board has given sacrificially of themselves of their time and effort to do Kingdom’s Work! The advisory board members continue to be visionary and Missional leaders for this great district!
Reynolds Institute – Larry Ogden continues to serve as the Director of Reynolds Institute as well as, provides outstanding and creative leadership, as well as chairperson of the Credential’s board.  I am grateful for all of the time, energy, and effort he expends on these endeavors.  The Assessment Center, under the superb direction of John White continues to run efficiently and effectively.  John and his staff are to be commended for all of their wonderful efforts.  John continues to refine the assessment process and we are truly is committed to this endeavor.  
Area Directors- We made some changes to the structure of our Missional areas.  We have now established the churches within a State locality.  Each state is working hard to achieve the goal of “making Christlike disciples in all the states within the New England District.” I am appreciative of all of hard work each area director has completed throughout the course of this great church year! 
Pastors and their Families

I am continually appreciative of every pastoral family on this district!  As I have traveled to many of the churches and have talked with you, I want to thank every pastor and their families for all that they do for the Kingdom!  I appreciate and know the tasks that you have before you every day!  I want to express from the bottom of my heart, that you are appreciated, loved, and prayed for everyday.  
 At this time would like to present the New England Servant Award:
New England Servant Award- This is the award that is given to person or persons who have toiled in the land and no one saw or maybe even heard them as they were working.  These individuals have been in the struggle. They have been faithful to the charge.  . The recipients of the New England Servant Award for 2007 are the following individuals:  They did not seek any glory or acknowledgement.  

Evelyn Thompson—Providence First- working and going beyond the mile.
Pastor Al Lamos – Johnson, VT- Memorial Valley-Working diligently every day in the North Country!
Dr. Donald Reed- working day after day faithfully wanting to be of a service- Quincy Chinese Church
Pastor Dave Lafevor- Preston- Faithful to the task- We prayed for him to come to this district- He will be leaving in July to go & serve for his country.
New England Divine Servant Award- 
District Secretary - Lucy Bollinger continues to be one of my right hands as we administer the affairs of the district.  It is indeed a pure delight to work with her.  I love her spirit and her desire to do the Will of God!  Lucy is a dedicated worker unto the Lord! She has worked many, many, long hours in ensuring that all the transfer are correct and that I have observed her hard effort and long hours of ministry work.  I will miss her greatly as she steps down from this district assignment this coming June.  She has served faithfully in this position since 2003 when Chuck Zink asked her to come on board for an exciting ride in ministry.
Mrs. Lucy Bollinger –Concord Church- District Secretary for five years.  I believe she is the first lay person to serve in this position. She has served her church well.  She has been faithful to the tasks that God has given her- She has been at my right side for a long period of time.  She is always help and ready to do Kingdom’s Work.  She has been a faithful church person. 
Tonight, we will give a second Divine Servant Award

Mrs. Betty Chavier – New Bedford International Church- She has served her church well.  I have spent a great deal of time in the New Bedford Church this year and I have watched her life.  She has not missed a beat.  She faithfully serves her church every waking hour of the day.  Her schedule is full of seeing the sick, taking care of the needs of the blind, and speaking the Word in truth and in deed.
ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE MISSION
In the First District Superintendent’s report in 1909, Rev. Riggs shared “we have abundant reasons to praise God for his manifest blessings poured upon us the past year.  Very marvelous is the privilege He has conferred upon us to be workers together with Him in spreading holiness over this District.  Thank God, holiness in old New England has come to stay, and is growing vigorously. We have some of the Puritan spirit left and it will conquer if we keep humble and obedient and walk in the Light.”  It is wonderful to report that we as a district are walking in the Light of Jesus Christ.
Prayer/Fasting times 
We continue to pray together as a district. Several times throughout this church year, we have prayed together as a district.  These were truly anointed times in the Lord!  This convention has been prayed for by you and it is my prayer that people’s lives will be changed, transformed, and restored. Thank you again for praying together as a united team. 

Expansion of the District
Throughout this church year, the area directors and I have gone to several locations to pray at sites of future ministry work.  It was pure joy to go some place and pray over a spot where you know that work should be done for the Vineyard!  Our early church leaders must have looked and prayed over sites that many of our churches currently reside.  We are looking and praying that the territories within and without will continue to grow, expand, and multiply by His Grace and Mercy! I heard a story from a pastor recently and she shared about how her father was a layperson in the church and he would travel in his job and he would see a spot of land.  He would mortgage his home and then call the district superintendent and say we need to start a church at this location…. May we have men and women who have the faith to believe that we can do all things through and for HIM!
Reading the Bible in 90 Days
In January, a number of saints and churches again joined me on a faith journey to read the entire Bible in 90 days!  Oh what a journey!  God met with us everyday! What was truly interesting about this time around, there were a number of young people who joined in the reading.  In particular, there was a brother and sister who decided to read the Word in 90 days, therefore, the parents were challenged to read along with them!  To God be the Glory great things He will do for us and to us through our children.  As I travel throughout the district, saints are sharing about their experience and what they are doing for their personal devotional time and how they have been changed! 
The Gathering of the Saints

We held our third Gathering of the Saints in March of this year! One of the most critical goals continues to be that this district comes together to worship and praise the Holy Name of our Lord and Savior.  It was truly a powerful movement of God! To see so different churches and culture groups participating in worship and being encouraged in worship with one another!
The Reading Project
Dr. Bill Dyment continues to give us great leadership with the restoration of the old parsonage in Reading.  If you have not had an opportunity to go over and see the before and after pictures of the house!  Please take a ride over. Amazing work has been completed! We will be using this facility both the house and the church to create and start new ministries.  
Inactive Churches
In action taken by the District Advisory Board, the North Attleboro and the Lynn Cambodian churches were placed into an inactive status.  Our Heavenly Father will show us where to plant and grow new seeds for expansion of His Kingdom.

Merged Churches- Status update-Nova Aliance
Typically and statistically when two churches come together as one body there is no growth!  As I shared in this report last year, it is our goal to see that this great church continues to grow.  It has increased in numbers this year even without having a stable location.  The church is in the process of locating to a new and more permanent sanctuary in Brockton.  To God be the Glory!
A New Church on the our District
Iglesia Hermosa Del Nazareno
We will have the wonderful privilege of organizing the Iglesia Hermosa Del Nazareno this evening which means (beautiful Church) of the Nazarene!  This will be a great way to celebrate our hundredth anniversary!  Pastor Santos is doing a tremendous work in his part of the Vineyard!  Pray for him as he leads this great church and the church in Chelsea. 
Clergy Retreats

Again we held two twenty-four hour retreats at Windsor Hills for our pastors this year! They were anointed and timely retreats for our pastor!  To God be the Glory!
LAST YEAR’S ASSEMBLY- CHALLENGE as we sat in this exact same sanctuary 
The state of our Churches in the year 2007.  Some of our churches are in a revival status and some of our churches are just barely hanging on.  Some of our churches are preaching holiness messages faithfully each and every week….. Some of our churches must again recapture the flame that once was in that great church. Last year we shared and talked
H- We talked about holiness Holy Fire! Holy Fire

H- Holiness- the message is clear-  We are to be a holiness people- 

O- Obedience to the Word- to live our lives according to this good book.  

L- Love do they love in us- That we include everyone at the banquet table.

Y- Yearning to seek His Ways and to tell others about the saving grace of Jesus Christ- Yearning to make a change in the walk life’s business is being conducted- yearning to help change the crime statistics – seven people murdered in seven days in the city of Boston.

HOLY FIRE!

F- Faithful - Do they see us praying and believing in miracles—Do they see us reading our Bibles?  Taking in the Word?  

I- Initiative - Do they see us asking them to come to church and not giving up on the no answer- DO You they see us ignited for Christ?

R- Revival- Do they see and sense the revival in our heart and souls!






Do they see us!

E- Excitement- enthusiasm in our walk, our stance!  

DO PEOPLE SENSE AND SEE THE PRESENCE OF GOD IN OUR LIVES!

In 1951, in the fifty year of the District! The year of Jubilee!  The year of celebration- There were five recommendations or challenges that District Superintendent J.C. Albright made to and about the New England- Vision that he had for the church at that time.
1. That we make a desperate effort to have an old-fashioned, Pentecostal revival in every church on the district.

2. That every pastor go all out to support the Holiness Convention on their zone and to get any to get  and every unsanctified member and friend in the church into this meeting.  These conventions should take precedent over all our local programs.

3. We urge wholehearted co-operation with the general church in the celebration of our Golden Anniversary around the world, beginning on watch night that year.

4. With all the intense urgency of my soul I recommend a new emphasis on holiness, first as a doctrine to be accepted, understood, and believed by our people.  Secondly, as an experience which is an absolute necessity for Christian life here and heaven here after.  Third, as a standard of ethics, both negative and positive, by which our people shall be known as a separate and holy people, “zealous of good works.”

5. A revival of fasting and prayer, beginning with the district superintendent and pastors, and spreading throughout our churches, which will clear the channels and open the floodgates of heaven upon our souls, our churches and our communities

How do we honor those great and wonderful challenges?  How do we keep them going?

Are we walking the talk?  Are we being faithful to what has gone on before us?
All throughout this year, the Lord has shared with me that we are to be united together as a Body of Christ.  We are to work together in His Will!  We are to have HOLY FIRE deep down in our bones!  It is amazing to me that the same words, same goals, some ideas are coming across, the same from a hundred ago.  Saints that can only be the HOLY SPIRIT!
We are to be interlocking & interconnected-together as a team:  


Interlocking together which means - To connect together so that the 
individual parts affect each other in motion or operation.

Interconnected means- A logical or natural association between two or 
more things:

As Christ has called us and chosen us to help to build HIS Church…. I think of the book of Nehemiah in chapter 2 when he says to the people in verse 17, “you see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire.  Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and we will no longer be in disgrace.”  They started to work together on a common goal to build a wall of faith.  Look around us, our cities and our towns, and our communities are in ruins because the people do not know Jesus Christ. 

In the – GOSPEL OF JOHN 15: John 15: 16
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. 

1. SINCERE  & SIMPLE FAITH

2. SURRENDER

3. SACRIFICE

4. STRENGTH

5. SPIRIT & POWER

1. SINCERE FAITH – TO CLAIM OUR HERITAGE- GOD WANTS US TO WALK WITH SINCERE FAITH- 
2. SURRENDER-  TO SURRENDER OUR WILL TO HIM
3. SACRIFICE- THERE WILL BEI KINGS 17:9 STORY OF A WOMAN WHO GAVE UP HER LAST FOOD- THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOMETHING SPECIAL ABOUT HERE THAT GOD SAW----- HE SEES US DIFFERENTLY THAN WE SEE OURSELVES.

4. STRENGTH – TO NEVER GIVE- LUKE 18:- JESUS WAS TALKING ABOUT PRAYER- THIS WOMAN HAD A SPECIAL ANOINTING ON HER – THINK ABOUT THE DAY & TIME----- WE ARE NEVER TO GIVE UP

5. SPIRIT- HOLY SPIRIT IN US- II TIMOTY 1: 6---- 

A. WALK UNDER HIS ANOINTING –GUARD THE DEPOSIT THAT HAS BEEN DEPOSIT IN YOU.

B. DO NOT BE ASHAMED-

C. POWER OF GOD

D. NOT TO HAVE SPIRIT OF TIMIDITY

E. NOT TO HAVE A SPIRIT OF FEAR.

F. WE ARE TO HAVE SPIRIT OF POWER

G. WE ARE TO HAVE A SPIRIT OF LOVE

H. WE ARE TO HAVE A SPIRIT OF SELF-DISCIPLINE

HE HAS ENTRUSTED US TO DO A WORK IN HIS VINEYARD!
GOSPEL OF JOHN 15: John 15: 16
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. 

If our lives revolve around the church but we have no fruit, we are not living our faith.  We can have Christian bumper stickers on our cards, wear Jesus pins, carry our Bibles around, spend the lunch break sitting alone reading our Bibles, have plaques listing the fruit of the Spirit hanging on our walls, and listen to teaching tapes and say “Praise the Lord! Hallelujah,” but if we do not have time to invite some one to come into our fellowship, someone who does not look like we look, or talk like we talk, or walk like we walk, or even show kindness, and extend the right hand of fellowship, we are like the fig tree with leaves but no fruit that Jesus talked about in Mark 11: 13- 14.  Many people who are searching for God will be and are watching us.  They will want to know Jesus like we do when they see that our fruit is real and that we are not pretenders that only look good on the outside.  We will be the ambassadors for Christ that He intends us to be.
DO WE HAVE A SINCERE FAITH- SIMPLE FAITH- BELIEVING FAITH

DO WE HAVE A SURRENDERING WILL?

DO WE HAVE SACRIFICAL GIVING OF OURSELVES TO HIM?

DO WE HAVE STRENGTH FOR THE BATTLE- THIS IS A WAR THAT WE ARE IN- A BATTLE- IT IS NOT FOR THE WEAK HEARTED
DO YOU HAVE THE SPIRIT DEEP DOWN IN YOUR SOUL?

WHAT IS YOUR RESPOND TO HIM TONIGHT?  ARE YOU CLAIMING YOUR INHERITANCE that we have as a district ?  ARE YOU WALKING IN HIS ANOINTING?  HIS  SPIRIT?

In order for us to be interlocking, interconnecting with each other, it will take change and courage.  Change, that we are not always doing things the same way.  There are two types of change. Change is happening all the time, continuous change is developed out of what has gone before and therefore can be expected, anticipated, and managed.  The second kind of change is discontinuous change which creates a challenge to our assumptions and requires us to learn skills.  The New England District a part of changing culture forever. It will take courage to be willing to work with one other. 
There is this story about courage:
Courage- Once upon a time all the mice met together in council and discussed the best means of protecting themselves against the attacks of the cat.  After several suggestions had been debated, a mouse of some standing and experience got up and said, “I think I have hit upon a plan which ensures our safety in the future, provided you approve it and carry it out.  It is that we should fasten a bell around the neck of our enemy the cat, which will by its tinkling warn us of her approach.  This proposal was warmly applauded, and it had already been decided to adopt it when an old mouse finally got up on his feet and said, “I agree with you all that the plan before us is an admirable one, but I ask; Who is going to bell the cat?  

It will take a lot of courage for us to take back this land and bell this land!  Together. As it was in the first hundred years we must in our “churches must enlist all available talent in our churches and set to work as one solid army for the lost and perishing” We can surely do it!  We can take it back section by section as we build a wall of faith for the next 100 years.  Tonight in your bags, you have three items:


Bible- give it someone that does not have one--- Last year, Phil Smith took up the challenge and he has given away more than three cartons of bibles.


Pin-  You have a mustard seed- keep it as a tie clip or a pen- As Jesus said, if we have the faith of a mustard seed we can move mountains!  Do you believe that we can more mountains.


Lego-  A Lego by itself cannot do anything- but if it is joined together, it can truly build a wall of faith- tonight as you wear your tee-shirts and as we are interlocking here in this great sanctuary, we can begin to build our wall of faith.  Please in each row begin to interlock with your neighbor – 

Tonight, as we continue with this great service, we are a community of believers, as we bring in new Nazarenes into our fellowship.  As we join together as a Body of Believers .  A new church joining and interconnecting and interlocking together as a Body of Believers for HIM!
Last year at the assembly we set out ten Missional objectives for the year 2006-2007.  They were listed as follows:

1. Each church devoted to prayer.
It is wonderful to see our church growing in prayer and altar time for the Kingdom! I have seen the fruits of prayer by saints seeking to know HIM! Prayer infuses the vision of the church and enables us to see what God wants the church to do.

2. Each Nazarene Committed to Growing in the Word.

Many of our churches have taken up the challenge and are committed daily reading of their Bibles. I have been receiving many different types of Bible reading plans from a number of churches.
3. A spreading presence of revival.
The Anointing of the Holy Spirit continues to be upon our people and people are being Lights in the World –to seek and save those who do not know HIM!

4. A growing sense of team unity.
I continue to see us working as a team and growing together within our Missional areas and structures! 

5. A mission strategy for each church.
More and more of our church continue to catch the flame of the FIRE!  To seek and save those who are lost! Kim Richardson is helping many of the churches develop strategic plans for growth.
6. Increase in Baptisms on this district.

We have increased our number of baptisms on this great district and individuals are seeking to acknowledge and proclaim Him Lord of lords and King of kings 

  7.      2  New Churches

We were blessed to have organized one church this year!  We must by HIS grace and mercy continue to advance in spirit and pick up the PACE of moving forward in Kingdom’s Work.

8.       New Territories started.

We identified several new territories for potential ministry!  We must continue to work in the Harvest that is ripe for the picking!

9.      A church planting endowment.
We continue to seek God’s wisdom and direction in how HE would like for us to implement and develop this ministry effort.

10.    Multi-cultural leadership development.
Our Lord and Savior is continuing to raise up leaders in our churches in our local churches to assist and help shape the future of our great movement!

STATISTICAL ACCOUNTABILITY








       04/05            05/06        05/07
      Pastor Reviews




                                6
           10

      Preaching Services




                  48
           50 

      Pastor Changes and Appointments


10                8

 6
                  Installation Services


                       
  9                8               6
                  Special Services




            11                8               7
      Church Board Meetings



            56               81             68
                  District Board & Committee Meetings

            23               30             49
                  Individual Meetings & Conferences with Pastors     145             125            150
                  Regional & General Church Meetings                        
15               10              25

                  Miles Traveled by car
                                           25276         26404       22090
OBJECTIVES FOR 2007-2008
As you see in your Becoming Missional means Being Missional means Living Missional flyer, we will continue to advance the same Missional Objectives for the 2007-2008 Church year.  Read them over carefully, pray about them, keep each of them in front of you and continue to work together to accomplish these goals.  Those goals are:

1.  Each church devoted to prayer

2.  Each Nazarene committed to growing in the Word

3.   A spreading presence of revival

4. A growing sense of team unity

5. A mission strategy for each church

6. Increase in Baptisms on this district

7. 2 newly organized churches

8. New territories started and planted
9. A church planting endowment

 
10. Multi-cultural leadership development
I would like to thank each and every one of you for allowing me the privilege of serving HIM! 
BECOMING MISSIONAL = BEING MISSIONAL  

=LIVING MISSIONAL by HOLY FIRE!
We must as a district continue to set the pace and be on HOLY FIRE!
Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Jossie E. Owens

District Superintendent
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